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Dear Parents/Carers,

We would like to inform you of important changes to Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility starting from September 2026. This is very important and means that everyone will need to reapply for Free School Meals by the end of August (with applications opening from 1st June 2026).

In recent years, children who qualified for FSM have remained eligible without needing to reapply, while Universal Credit was being introduced. From September 2026, this protection will end.

The eligibility criteria for FSM is expanding, and more families will qualify, which is GREAT NEWS. From September 2026 there will be two categories of eligibility, and all families receiving Universal Credit will be entitled to some level of free school meal support.

What this means for you:
1. All families must reapply for FSM, even if your child currently receives them.
1. If you do not reapply, your child will no longer receive FSM from September 2026.
1. If you currently receive universal credit but your child does not have FSM, please apply as you will likely become eligible.
All children eligible in September will receive a daily meal allowance of £2.60 to spend in the Academy Hub.

How to apply:
1. Applications open on Monday 1 June 2026.
1. Please apply online via: Free school meals | BCP
1. We strongly recommend applying as soon as possible after this date to ensure your application is processed in time for September. We would recommend completing your application before the end of the summer term.

Please see the attached letter from BCP Council for further details about these changes.
If you need any assistance with your application, please contact us at finance@thebourneacademy.com.
Kind regards,

Catherine Turner
Business Director

Principal: Mr Mark Avoth
The Bourne Academy, Hadow Road, Bournemouth, BH10 5HS
www.thebourneacademy.com | Tel: 01202528554 | admin@thebourneacademy.com
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