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24 June 2026


Dear Parent/Carer,

Thursday 25 June - Temporary School Closure Due to Extreme Weather 

I am writing to inform you that, following careful consideration, we have taken the difficult decision to close the Academy for one day, Thursday 25 June, owing to the extreme heat.  As you know, we have added new adjustments today and whilst most students took advantage of the cool areas, it has been difficult to maintain a comfortable learning environment.

This has not been an easy decision. We know that school closures create disruption for families, and we have taken this step only after careful consideration of the available guidance, the conditions in our Academy buildings, and the likely impact on students and staff.

This decision has been made because the Met Office has changed the alert for the area from amber and issued a red heat health alert for Thursday – a red alert indicates a significant risk to life for even the healthy population.  More information can be found here. Temperatures are expected to reach exceptionally high levels, and guidance highlights that these conditions may pose a risk to all individuals, not just those who are more vulnerable.

We will not be setting online learning. In the current temperatures we do not feel it would be appropriate to expose students to prolonged periods of screen time. We want to ensure students remain cool, hydrated and rested. 

· Any Yr 7 exams for Thursday will be rescheduled. Any trips for Thursday are postponed.  

· Transition Evening for new Yr 6 parents will go ahead on Thursday as planned, doors open for Group 1 at 5.15pm.

· For those students eligible for Free School Meals, we will provide a supermarket voucher to the value of the daily meal allowance of £2.60. This will be distributed using the same system that we provide the holiday supermarket vouchers through - via e-vouchers.

Please note that we intend the Academy to be open as usual on Friday 26 June. 

We recognise that this decision may cause inconvenience, and we appreciate your understanding; it is our responsibility to act in the best interests of our whole Academy community.

Please ensure students stay safe, remain well-hydrated, and avoid exposure to the hottest parts of the day where possible.  The information from the DfE linked here may be helpful, as it includes advice on how to keep children safe and cool, both indoors and outdoors, as well as guidance on recognising the signs of heat exhaustion and heatstroke.  







As in our previous communications, and recent student assemblies, please take particular care around water during the hot weather. Rivers, lakes, reservoirs, canals and other open-water locations can be extremely dangerous, even for confident swimmers. Cold water shock, hidden currents, changing depths and unseen hazards can quickly put children and young people at risk. We would ask parents and carers to remind children not to enter open water and to follow local safety advice at all times.

Thank you for your understanding and support as we prioritise the safety and wellbeing of students, families and staff.

Yours sincerely,
The Bourne Academy


Principal: Mr Mark Avoth
The Bourne Academy, Hadow Road, Bournemouth, BH10 5HS
www.thebourneacademy.com | Tel: 01202528554 | admin@thebourneacademy.com
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