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3 September 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope that you have had a wonderful summer break. We are very much looking forward to welcoming The Class of 2027 back to the Academy on Friday 4 September. 
Year 11 is an incredibly important year, and we want students to utilise the time they have well to ensure the best possible outcomes for their GCSEs. We are keen to avoid any students missing learning time, so we ask that you ensure your child is fully prepared and ready for their return on Friday. 
Mobile Phones

Please refer to recent information sent out regarding the new phone policy and sanctions and in particular noting that ‘Smart Mobile phones and smart devices are prohibited items in school and will be removed from students who bring them on site, with severe sanctions applied’. Please remind your child that duty staff are present before and after school supervising students and they will be vigilant around smart devices.
Uniform and School shoes 

Please ensure your child has everything they require for their first day back. Correct shoes (not trainers) blazer and tie. Along with full equipment including a clear pencil case and a bag that is appropriate in size to carry all their equipment. 
Jewellery/Piercings/Nails/Hair 
It is important to us that the first interactions we have with Year 11 are positive, therefore please use today to ensure students are adhering to the school policy. This means:
· Gel/Acrylic Nails/Nail varnish are all removed - any student with these will be in reflection until removed

· Hair must be of natural colours - any student without natural hair colour will be in reflection until corrected 
· Natural make up and no fake eye lashes – any student refusing to remove fake lashes will be in reflection until corrected

· No Nose or facial piercings, including clear retainers – students will be requested to remove these and place piercings in an envelope for collection at the end of the day. Students who refuse to remove these will be placed into reflection until they are removed.
· One stud per ear lobe only – additional piercings/hoops will be collected in an envelope for collection at the end of the day. Students who refuse to remove these will be placed into reflection until they are removed.

With your support we look forward to our Year 11 modelling the expectations to our lower school students, so that they are maximising their learning opportunities.
Important dates:
As you know attendance is key for students at this critical point in their education. There are a number of important dates throughout the academic year designed to support Year 11 with their exams and future pathways. These have been listed below, so you have advance notice:
Sixth form Open Evening
All students, parents and carers are invited to attend our sixth form open evening on Wednesday 14 October 2026.
Year 11 Information Parent Teachers consultation evenings 

 In Year 11 we will be holding two PTC evenings:

· Wednesday 4 November 2026 
· Wednesday 14 April 2027
Your attendance to both evenings is essential in supporting students in their success.
Mock Examinations
There are two sets of mock examinations which take place in Year 11 to support practice and provide specific feedback to students. These take place between:

· Monday 9 November 2026 to Friday 27 November 2026

· Monday 22 February to Friday 5 March 2027

Please be aware there are various other assessment points which take place throughout the academic year. Students who take coursework based subjects, will also be working on their coursework throughout the academic year, therefore high attendance is the key to maximising their success.

Mock Results Evening
Students and parents/carers will be invited to a Year 11 information evening on Wednesday 6 January 2027, where students will be invited to also collect their mock results. This is a key point in the calendar as students get to celebrate their successes and identify the key areas for development, shared alongside their parents/carers, in preparation for the final lead up to the summer exams.

Careers and Next Steps Guidance  

Students will be supported with individual careers meetings to support them with Post 16 options. Students will also be supported with applications to Post 16 destinations including our 6th form. 
I am looking forward to working with you this year to help support your child in having a successful Year 11. 

Should there have been any issues over the school holidays, that may be impacting your child on their return to the Academy, please contact me so that we can support where necessary.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Tom Peacock 

Head of Year 11
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