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Child Development and Care in the Early Year’s.

KS4
One of the options available to study from year 9 -year 11 at The Bourne Academy is Child development and care in the early years.
Child development and care in the early years is a theory based, level 1/2 qualification that provides our students with the opportunity to gain a vocational qualification that covers the basic introduction to the childcare sector.
We cover the knowledge and understanding of a child’s development from the ages of 0-5 years as well as covering the skills necessary for working with children in a variety of childcare settings.
There are 9 areas of content that we cover:
1. Child development
2. Factors that influence the child’s development
3. Care routines, play and activities to support the child
4. Early years provisions
5. Legislation, policies and procedures in the early ears
6. Expectations of the early year’s practitioner
7. Roles and responsibilities within the early years setting
8. The importance of observations in an early year setting
9. Planning in early years childcare settings
There are two assessments that cover all 9 areas of learning. Students are graded from level 2 Distinction * - level 1 Pass.  We study the course over 3 years; however, much of the course content is covered in years 9-10 which enables us to revisit areas highlighted by the QLA’s in preparation for the assessments in year 11. Assessments taken regularly throughout the year ensure students are familiar with the exam style questions, enables us to track students progress and use that to plan future lessons with feedback given tailored to each student through the QLA.
Homework is set on Show my homework which aims to consolidate the content covered and links into the upcoming content. The tasks set are taken from the NCFE/Cache website which reinforces the assessment criteria.
Students may choose to progress to level 3 courses at college where they gain practical experience alongside the theory aspects which will allow them to seek apprenticeships in the early years sector such as early years practitioner, early years educators and teaching assistants.
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